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LYTCHETT MINSTER & UPTON TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE meeting held on
TUESDAY the 13 December 2026 in the Council Chamber, 1 Moorland Parade,
Moorland Way at 6.30 p.m.

PRESENT: Clir R Griffin (in the Chair)
Clir D White (Vice-Chair)
Clir S McKell
Clir C Squires
Clir WT Pipe

Also in attendance: Clir R Burns
Mrs S Samways, Admin Officer

372/25 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There were no members of the public present.
373/25 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest received.

374/25 APOLOGIES

Clir M Pryor — non-business
Clir S Robinson — non-business
Mrs K Cane — non-business
Mrs K Osborne — non-business

375/25 CLERK’S REPORT
Members received the following report:

a. Minute 185/25 To Receive A Report On Dorset Council’s Draft Local Plan

The Council’'s response has now been submitted. Dorset Council received over
10,000 responses across both the Local Plan and Transport Plan consultations.
Dorset Council is now reviewing all feedback to help shape the final versions of both
plans. It also thanks residents for their understanding during the technical issues with
the online surveys and has stated its commitment to improving future consultations.

The Local Transport Plan will be finished first, with a report on consultation feedback
expected in early 2026. The final plan will be published in spring 2026 and will guide
transport across Dorset for the next 15 years.

In mid 2026, a summary of responses to the Local Plan options consultation will be
published and the council will continue to prepare the final version of the plan. This
will be submitted to the government for independent review. If approved, the Local
Plan is expected to be adopted by late 2027.

L

i“'\,



)




116

Early themes emerging from online feedback indicate that the Local Plan drew strong
opposition to the government set target of 3,246 homes per year. Meanwhile, the
Transport Plan revealed deep concern about the decline of rural bus services and the
need for better connectivity.

Dorset Council has confirmed that they will be running three Town and Parish
Council Forums in 2026 (in person or virtually) to provide updates on the Dorset
Local Plan, the Dorset Design Code, the Local Nature Recovery Strategy,
Neighbourhood Plans, Planning Enforcement and Building Control. The first meeting
will be on 3 February in Dorchester. Clir Griffin and the Acting Town Clerk has
confirmed their attendance.

Neighbourhood Plan Update: See Appendix 1.

b. Minute 186/25 To Receive And Consider Draft Devolution Options In
Preparation For Future Devolved Services

Town and Parish Council have been invited to take part in the Area Forum pilots.
LMUTC has registered an interest. DAPTC will be meeting with Dorset Council to
next steps in developing the Area Forum pilots, and councils can expect to see some
further communications in February. Clir Griffin and the Acting Town Clerk are
attending the first of 3 meetings on 3 February 2026.

¢. Minute 187/25 To Consider Draft Job Description, Person And Person
Specification For The Appointment Of New Role Of Community Engagement
And Events Officer.

Sebastian Lewis is now in post, commencing employment on January 2026 and has
settled in as a new member of the LMUTC team well; he is currently working on
research for Clir Griffin and the Acting Town Clerk.

Appendix 1 — Neighbourhood Plan Update Jan 2026

At its meeting on 18 November 2025, Council agreed to move forward, in principle, with the
development of a Neighbourhood Plan for the town, subject to further
investigations/research and a full briefing paper being presented to the Council in the new
year.

In response to this, due diligence work has been carried out to support the Council in
deciding whether to move forward with a Neighbourhood Plan. A full report will be presented
to the Town Council on 20 January 2026.

As part of this due diligence work, ClIr Griffin and the Acting Town Clerk recently met with
Senior Planning Policy Officer at Dorset Council, Rachel Noke. Rachel works within the team
which assesses Neighbourhood Plan applications and provides applicants with advice and
guidance (Dorset Council has a statutory duty to provide support). The takeaway points
from this meeting are as follows:

¢ The Locality website is an important resource to consuit and provides useful step-by-

step guides to the process.
@%






117

When setting the boundaries of the neighbourhood area, it's strongly recommended
that the whole of the town is included (Lytchett Minster & Upton).

Advised that the allocated budget set aside for the plan in 26/27 (£13,000) is a
healthy start. CIL funds can be used to fund the plan although the Town Council’s
CIL funds are limited.

It's feasible to carry out the community engagement prior to instructing a consultant.
The plan should be community led with a working party consisting of 8-10 people,
including 3-4 being councillors as a maximum.

The plan can include a policy to protect/influence planning decisions relating to
certain areas such as Lytchett Bay View, Moorland Parade, small green spaces
transferred to the Council from Purbeck District Council.

Projects can be identified such as cycle routes, village hall, new schools, a local
centre in a new development.

We discussed the option to include a masterplan for the central area of Upton to
make it more of a central hub area which could incorporated a redesign of the
double roundabout lay-out. The skills of a urban designer would be required and
would be very much a long-term plan.

Producing a plan is a time-consuming process and takes up many volunteer hours,
therefore, Council needs to be sure on the benefits of producing one.

Following this meeting, Dorset Council released a statement to town and parish councils
regarding the relationship between the emerging Dorset Council Local Plan and emerging
Neighbourhood Plans. Key messages from the statement are:

With regards to neighbourhood plans being progressed in the Dorset Council area,
including reviews of plans that have already been made (adopted), the Council is
aware that some Neighbourhood Plan Groups decided to pause work on their plans
in advance of the Local Plan Options Consultation commencing in August. These
groups may now want to progress work on their plans in the knowledge of the
content of the Local Plan Options Consultation document including the housing
opportunity sites consulted upon. However, if groups want greater certainty regarding
the content of the emerging local plan they may wish to wait until the submission
version of the plan is published for consultation, which as set out above, is due to be
in the summer of 2026. Ultimately, the speed at which groups wish to progress their
plans is a decision for each respective group to take.

Turning to the matter of the relationship between neighbourhood plans and the
emerging Dorset Council Local Plan (DCLP), the Government’s Planning Practice
Guidance outlines the importance of minimising conflicts between policies in
neighbourhood plans and those in an emerging local plan, including in respect of
housing supply policies. Relevant planning legislation requires that any conflict must
be resolved in favour of the policy which is contained in the last document to become
part of the development plan. Therefore, on adoption of the DCLP, policies in the
plan will take precedence over policies in made (adopted) neighbourhood plans
where they are in conflict.

Neighbouring Town Council experience:

Wimborne Minster Town Council has agreed to move forward with a plan and is at
the beginning of the process. They are being supported by an experienced local
consultant firm, ECA Architecture and Planning with officer support from the Deputy
Town Clerk.

Corfe Mullen Town Council - The Council originally resolved to commence
developing a Neighbourhood Plan in 2021. An external consultant was appointed and
a Steering Group was formed. However, community participation has been limited to
a small core group of volunteers and, interestingly, with the exception of one,
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Councillors did not wish to be involved. As a result, in September 2023 the Steering
Group stood down, feeling unsupported by Councillors, and the Council resolved to
pause work on the plan until after the May 2024 elections in the hope that new
Councillors might “pick up the baton”.

Clir Griffin reminded members a decision needs to be finalised at the January 2026

Town Council meeting next week.

Following discussion it was agreed to present a committee ‘view’ to Town Council as

follows:

(a) Proceed with Neighbourhood Plan preparations (whilst awaiting the publication of
the Local Plan in summer 2026.

(b) Reach out to the community by holding a public forum to present the purpose and
meaning of a Neighbourhood Plan to guage opinion

(c) Reach out to selected members of the public who have expressed an interest
and/or may have relevant knowledge and experience

(d) Present to all councillors to impart the purpose and meaning of a Neighbourhood
Plan including the existing 2006/07 Town & Parish Plan information; as this
process requires the support and input of our councillors.

376/25 CORRESPONDENCE
There was no correspondence to review.

377125 TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE AN UPDATED COUNCILLOR OFFICER
PROTOCOL.:

It was PROPOSED, SECONDED and RESOLVED unanimously to approve the updated
Councillor Officer protocol received.

378/25 TO RECEIVE AND APPROVE BANK RECONCILIATIONS UP TO 31 DECEMBER
2025 TO BE SIGNED BY CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR AND BALANCE SHEET TO 31
DECEMBER 2025.

The Bank reconciliations and Balance sheet to 31 December 2025 were reviewed, it was
PROPOSED, SECONDED and RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY to approve these.

379/25 TO RECEIVE FINANCIAL SUMMARY OF ACCOUNTS
The financial summary of accounts was reviewed and noted.
380/25 ITEMS OF REPORT AND MATTERS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS
1. ClIr Griffin updated members that he has had success with funding donations for the

proposed Education Bursary.

381/25 Due to the nature of the following business to be transacted under the next
agenda item (agenda item 4), the Committee RESOLVED to exclude the Press and
Public, Under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.

381/25 TO RECEIVE A CONFIDENTIAL STAFFING UPDATE

Members received and noted the confidential staffing update.
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382/25 TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON YOUTH SERVICES

Members discussed the existing provision of clubs, societies and activities for the young
people of our town. Clir White requested to consult the Community Projects and Support
Officer’s current research. Members discussed ways of contributing other than by a “Youth
Club’. It was suggested to contact existing groups such as the Guide and Scout
associations, cadets, CJ’s, the schools etc to find out their needs; the Town Council could
assist in many alternative ways eg: providing equipment or funding individuals unable to join
clubs due to financial issues.

There being no further business, the Chair closed the meeting at 7.40pm.

Chair..... ‘g‘*ﬁ"‘%z/’ .....
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